
Harold Washington College

Meeting of the FACULTY COUNCIL

October 11, 2011

3:34 PM Room 1046

MINUTES

Committee Members Present: Rosie Banks, Kamilah Sanders, Matt Usner, Chris Sabino, Domenico Ferri, Dave Richardson, Anthony Escuadro

Guests: Liliana Marin, Brian Nix
The Council gathered (presumably) around 3:30 pm and the meeting was called to order at 3:35 pm.

· Course approvals:

Street Law I & II: Nix described the proposed slate of courses as designed to educate students about their daily interactions with law; he was asked to design these courses based on his own experience in law school, which led him to separate the material into two separate courses (one focused on criminal law, the other focused on contract disputes, immigration, etc. This is part of a district-wide initiative and the plan is to pilot these courses at Harold Washington College and Wright College for the upcoming Spring semester. After Nix’s introductory remarks, the discussion was opened for comments and suggestions. A minor change to the syllabi language was suggested in order to further distinguish between Street Lab I and II; Banks offered a motion to approve the courses with minor changes, and the motion was seconded by Sanders. The motion was unanimously approved.

Geology 201: Marin described the need to align the Geology 201 offering to be more in line with our transfer institutions. Therefore, she was proposing revising Geology 201 to include an additional credit hour and contact hour (from 3/4 to 4/5) and increase the math prerequisites to include eligibility for Math 99. The course outline under review was also revised to better match other geology classes offered at four-year institutions and reflect the increased in instructional time. The proposal was then open for general discussion, which led to a suggestion to include additional language in the syllabi that describes the various course components (course outline, course textbook, etc.) as suggestions. Banks asked if there was communication with the other physical science departments, and Marin replied that she has the minutes from recent discipline-specific meetings and emails from Allan Wilson from HWC and Michael Davis at the District Office that were sent to the other colleges. The discussion closed with the surprising revelation that Marin is the only geologist among the entire City College faculty, which led Usner to remark, “You’re the only geologist in the district...so you don’t take your “shifts” for granted.” Richardson offered a motion (which was regrettably lacking in puns) to approve Geology 201 with the suggested syllabi modifications, with Ferri seconding the motion. The motion was unanimously approved.

· Elections:

The ballots for the two open seats on local Faculty Council were counted by all the members. Of the five nominees (Jennifer Armendarez, Chao Lu, Maria Jesu de Estrada, Jess Bader, and Jane Regan), it was determined that Armendarez and Lu would be seated as the incoming faculty council members based on the final vote tally. (Of the 138 ballots counted, Armendarez received 45 votes, with Lu receiving 29 votes. Estrada, Bader, and Regan received 26, 25, and 13 votes, respectively.)

· Priorities:

A general discussion followed to update the council on outstanding issues that have been discussed in previous meetings. The council was informed on how access to PeopleSoft will be extended to adjunct faculty to some degree, but the issue of reviewing one’s credentials has not been resolved for adjunct faculty. Committee A representation was also brought up, with the council being informed that Ivanhoe Tejeda is the substitute HWC representative to FC4 - Committee A.

Richardson offered an update on the issue of local differentiation of course prerequisites; he described a recent meeting of the college vice-presidents (including VP John Metoyer) in which it was recommended that the other colleges in the District adopt the same prerequisites that HWC had implemented in the past instead of having individually determined prerequisites. Richardson’s preference is to present data that would be in support of the higher prerequisites for 200-level courses but the decision for determining prerequisites would be left up to the individual colleges. The ensuing discussion involved questions about why there is resistance to having individual resistance (Richardson surmised there may be a PeopleSoft and registration issue), and how could the Faculty Council support our faculty involved in this issue. Richardson suggested that the Council should try to work through Metoyer’s efforts as opposed to working around our local administration.

Banks offered a suggestion to the issue of scheduling classes and events during the activity period. She brought up the idea of different departments taking turns hosting social events during the activity period. The council quietly mulled over her suggestion, and action on her suggestion will presumably be taken at a future date.

Finally, the council discussed the possibility of hosting a reinvention update from some of the members of current Reinvention Task Forces. It was agreed that such a meeting should be held separate from the regularly scheduled Faculty Council meeting so that it would not compete with the usual order of business.

- Committee Updates:

CAST: Sabino discussed the progress of the three sub-groups CAST has recently formed. The technology subgroup is planning mini-presentations of technology use, the pedagogy subgroup is organizing informal and voluntary observation collectives for interested faculty, and the research subgroup is currently collecting information about recent research activities among the HWC community. The CAST charter is also being reviewed, which will also involve defining appropriate uses for Room 1046, as it is now been determined it should be reserved for faculty use.

Assessment: Richardson reminded the council there is a need for more volunteers to participate in the upcoming Effective Writing Assessment by submitting student assignments.

SIT: Besides several new cases under review by SIT, Richardson described upcoming changes to policies regarding safety and entrance control. Richardson informed President Laackman about the need for Faculty Council to be part of this discussion, despite the realization that the District has probably already designed plans and policies that will be implemented.

Hybrid: An animated discussion transpired, despite the realization among the council that the committee no longer seems to exist. Usner provided a tortuous history of the committee committee that involved the telling phrase “...no one knows anything.” It was asked if Faculty Council should take a leadership role in elucidating a position on hybrid courses, but this question was not resolved.

R&P: The discussion centered on when the Rank and Promotion committee would typically become more active, and when the Council should reach out to the newly installed chairpersons.

Chairs: Ferri briefly discussed the process of developing the new CCC websites. 

The last issue up for discussion was the search committee for the new Dean of Instruction. After Banks described the makeup of the committee, Sabino wanted a seat at the table as the CAST Coordinator, so the council waits with bated breath on the outcome of Sabino’s machinations.

Ferri moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:10 pm. This motion was seconded by everyone, and unanimously approved.

