Harold Washington College

Meeting of the FACULTY COUNCIL

October 12, 2010
3:35 PM Room 1046
MINUTES
Committee Members Present: Rosie Banks, Domenico Ferri, Amanda Loos, Dave Richardson, Chris Sabino, Kamilah Sanders, Matthew Shevitz 

Guest: Dean Donyel Williams, Yevgeniya Lapik, Jacqueline Cunningham
The Council gathered at 3:30 and the meeting was called to order at 3:35. Loos stated that on the Monday previous, Banks collected the ballots for the local elections, and she and Loos and Ferri (I think) counted them up and found the top three to be very close. We agreed to conduct a recount at the end of the meeting.
~Approval of Minutes: Banks moved to approve the minutes from September with the change suggested by Ferri by email (regarding his presence). The motion was seconded by Sabino and approved unanimously. 
~Biology Class: Yev Lapik proposed the reinstatement of Biology 100: Critical Readings in Biology. The class, she said, would support students who are underprepared for college science courses. Daley and another school are working on reintroducing the course as well. Ferri asked if the class would be a pre-requisite, but Lapik said it would not. Loos suggested that Lapik include the Course Outline that she developed as an attachment for the file. Shevitz suggested changing some sections to provide both more detail in particular places and more flexibility in others. Discussion ensued regarding our responsibilities in approving this course, and consensus, with the help of Banks and Lapik, emerged that our decision was limited to reinstating the course (as originally existing) or not. Ferri moved to approve the course, and Banks seconded. The Council approved reinstatement of Biology 100 unanimously.
~Course Approval Discussion: Richardson asked for clarification about an issue that originally arose in November of 2009. Question about what is and is not a revision of a course syllabus and what needs approval at what level. Confusion persisted. Sabino described the confusion as follows: “We’ve been spinning our wheels,” and asked that I put it in the minutes. I did so. And then I recorded my doing so. And I recorded my recording of my doing so to give you a sense of the way the conversation went.
~Curriculum Committee Issue: Banks reported on the case of a faculty member who proposed to reinstate a course, but the master syllabus could not be found, despite the course being taught at Truman. The faculty member worked with some people at District office to create a Master syllabus for the course. Discussion ensued; confusion persisted, but general consensus was reached that such cases are particularly problematic and the process that was used (i.e., a faculty member and some people at district office creating a syllabus out of whole cloth and establishing that syllabus as THE syllabus for the course) is not acceptable. Banks presented some draft procedural guidelines developed by Curriculum Committee for review and consideration. Theresa Carlton requested feedback on them. They will be reviewed and feedback will be given. No deadline for this event—the giving of feedback--was established. 
~ELL 137: Cunningham presented her request to reinstate ELL 137: Reading Level 5. She presented the Council with a Course Outline, which she had been told was the official syllabus approved at district. Discussion ensued about the difference between a course outline and a syllabus—positions were established and disputed. Questions were asked. Confusion persisted. Eventually, though, consensus emerged that the Council should not approve a document other than a Master Syllabus for local adoption. Richardson moved that upon acquisition of the syllabus and Cunningham’s sharing of it, the Council would review the syllabus and vote electronically regarding its reinstatement. Ferri seconded and the motion was approved. Cunningham was advised to contact the Dean, to check her files and those of her fellow Deans and/or have the Dean contact Lydia Gonzalez to see if there is a copy of the original syllabus on file somewhere.
~Reinvention: The deadline is approaching, and questions abound. Ferri wondered if it would be politic to send a letter to District expressing our support for the goals of the Reinvention Process and the Process as a whole. There was then consideration of the politics of the situation and pragmatic concerns related thereto. Shevitz suggested that we leave such decisions up to individuals and suggested that everyone exercise caution in their judgments and evaluation of the process until the various concerns that people have are clarified (as non-problematic) or realized. We reviewed the information collected at the Reinvention Forum and agreed that the ideas expressed in what we collected were consistent with those of the Council (what we know and what we want) and so did not need to have anything special done with them.
~Blended/Hybrid Committee: Shevitz reported that the committee discussed a name change (there are some objections to “Hybrid” so the new name now includes “Blended” and may be changed to just “Blended”). He said the committee discussed their criteria for teaching requirements for instructing a Blended course. Loos said that Dean Williams asked her for the Faculty Council feedback on the Hybrid Committee criteria, and Loos provided it to her. Loos suggested that we remain cognizant of that relationship going forward.
~Wozniak: Banks volunteered to write a resolution honoring President Wozniak. Loos mentioned that Tom Higgins suggested to her that we get a bust of President Wozniak to go with those of the other former presidents in the Library. Murmurs of approval were murmured by multiple murmerers.
~Farewells: Shevitz stated that he enjoyed his time on Faculty Council, and Amanda concurred. Richardson proposed a motion stating the following: “The Faculty Council recognizes the OUTSTANDING service and contributions of outgoing President Amanda Loos and Representative Matt Shevitz, and thanks them for their important and voluminous contributions.” The motion was seconded by Banks and approved unanimously.

Banks moved to adjourn, which was seconded by Shevitz. Loos adjourned the meeting at 5:20 p.m.

