
Harold Washington College

Meeting of the FACULTY COUNCIL

April 12, 2011

3:30 PM Room 1046

MINUTES
Committee Members Present: Rosie Banks, Anthony Escuadro, Domenico Ferri, Dave Richardson, Chris Sabino, Kamilah Sanders, Matthew Usner

Guests: Rose Divita & Jennifer Armandarez
The Council gathered at approximately 3:30 pm and was called to order without the presence of the council secretary, who was administering a midterm exam and later joined the meeting already in progress. Therefore, the approval of minutes was tabled until a later date.

~Course proposals: We join the presentation of a bevy of Digital Multimedia Design classes already in progress…Much of the initial discussion involved DMD 130 (Principles of Design & Development for Digital Media) and centered on courses prerequisites, course objectives, and SLOs. Sabino offered a motion to approve DMD 130 with slight modifications of the prerequisite language; the motion was seconded by Ferri and unanimously approved. The discussion quickly proceeded to an impressive array of DMD courses (DMD 168, 268, 179, 279, 131, 231, 233, 299). After a quick review of the course syllabi, Sabino again offered a motion to approve the aforementioned courses, which was seconded by Sanders and unanimously approved. Finally, Divita shared information regarding the Basic and Advanced Certificate programs in DMD as well as the program for the Associate in Applied Science with a DMD concentration. This was followed by a brief discussion focused on clarifying the requirements for the various DMD degrees. The council quickly moved to a motion offered by Richardson to approve all three of the proposed degree programs; this motion was seconded by Usner and  unanimously approved.

The next course proposal was Jennifer Armandarez’s presentation for the local adoption of Speech 160 (Business and Professional Speech). As befitting a faculty member in the HWC speech department, the presentation included both strong arguments in favor of the course’s adoption (the clear “economic value” of the class as it relates to the Reinvention initiative) and some impressive flattery (by referring to the faculty council as an “august body”). Despite the proposal for local adoption of the Wright College version of the Speech 160 syllabi without changes, it was mentioned that the syllabi under consideration would be revised by HWC faculty upon local adoption of the course. With this in mind, Richardson offered a motion to approve the local adoption of Speech 160; the motion was seconded by…somebody (secretary FAIL), and the motion was unanimously approved.

~General discussion:

· The May Faculty Council meeting was scheduled for May 11th.
· The results of both the Executive Faculty Council meeting and the March 17th Faculty Council presidents meeting with the Provost & Chancellor were shared with the council. Much of the conversation focused on the resolution regarding shared governance and academic freedom that the Faculty Council presidents developed. Issues such as how the resolution could be transformed into a Board Rule and how to keep the resolution in the forefront of discussions were discussed. It was generally agreed that the HWC faculty council should press FC4 for a meeting with the Chancellor and the Provost to review the resolution, and the following step would be to present the resolution to the City College Board of Trustees for adoption as a Board Rule. Questions arose on what type of process exists for drafting and adopting a resolution to strongly encourage FC4 to press for an administration meeting.
· The council was informed about the April 29th meeting to share the initial Reinvention task force recommendations, and materials regarding these recommendations will be apparently released prior to the meeting.
~Revision of course prerequisites: The council was informed that the HWC administration is aware of faculty concerns about the lowered prerequisites that appear in the Fall 2011 course catalog, and the council discussed ways of preparing for a future discussion on this matter with the president. It was agreed that prerequisites should be independently determined by the individual colleges, and it would be helpful to establish a baseline for prerequisites that can be supplemented and/or enhanced, which would be similar to how there are different requirements for the Associate of Arts degree versus the Associate of Science. One question that remained was the President’s response to the documenting of both faculty issues and a procedure for returning to the previous prerequisites. Finally, the discussion turned to the need to draft a resolution on the administration’s handling of the prerequisite issue, which would include a timeline of when this issue will be resolved and emphasize the importance of this issue and how students will be affected by the lowered prerequisites.

~FC4 Elections: Ballots for the election of HWC representatives to FC4 will be counted on Friday afternoon (April 15) in Room 711.

~Committee Reports:

· Hybrid/Blended: Usner informed the council that this semester would be his last semester as chair of the Hybrid/Blended committee, and a new chairperson will be in place soon.
· Rank and Promotion: Higgins told the council that there are two new co-chairs of the Rank and Promotion committee: Adrianna Tápanes-Inojosa and Michal Eskayo
· CAST: Sabino reminded the council of the upcoming Thursday book share.
· Honors: After some brief discussion regarding the viability of the honors program as currently constituted, it was decided that there be a formal recommendation to remove or rescind support for honors classes.
The secretary is sure that there was a motion to adjourn the meeting, and he is positive that this motion was seconded and probably unanimously approved. In any case, the meeting was adjourned at 5:30 p.m.

Submitted by Anthony Escuadro, Faculty Council Secretary

