Harold Washington College

Meeting of the FACULTY COUNCIL

March 8, 2011
3:38 PM Room 1046
MINUTES
Committee Members Present: Rosie Banks, Anthony Escuadro, Domenico Ferri, Dave Richardson, Chris Sabino, Kamilah Sanders, Matthew Usner, 

Guest: Thomas Higgins, Jennifer Meresman, Jennifer Armandarez

An informal discussion on several anonymous emails that have circulated among various faculty members detailing financial and management issues with District administration. Much of this discussion centered on how the email would affect the emergency Faculty Council meeting scheduled for March 11.

The Council gathered around 3:35 and the meeting was called to order at 4:11 pm.

~Approval of minutes: Banks offered motion to approve the November and December minutes via electronic mail (or “e-mail”). The motion was seconded by Sabino and unanimously approved.

~Course proposals: Ferri presented Life Span Development (Psychology 224). The master syllabi comes to us from Wright College due to the uncertain and convoluted history of a District generated master syllabi. It was suggested that the somewhat problematic syllabi will be revised via the local approval process (i.e. via HWC Curriculum Committee). While apparently painful for Ferri, some good did come out of this process with the addition of “tragesdy” (i.e. not just a travesty or tragedy but both) to our lexicon. Banks motioned to approve the course, the motion was seconded by Richardson, and the course was unanimously approved.

~Rank and Promotion update: Higgins provided the council with a draft of a report detailing the applicants and results of the R&P application process. It was also emphasized that there is the possibility of credit being awarded for “scholarly activities”. 

~Miscellany on agenda:

· The discussion of course promotion week was revived, centering around what would a course promotion week consist of and how would that proceed. Several activities intended to inform faculty and students about new courses were mentioned, such as advertising courses prior to registration in a format similar to the student club day. The possibility of polling faculty to learn about classes new to the class schedule was also discussed. Ferri moved to continue to pursue a course promotion week; this motion was seconded by Sabino and unanimously approved.

· Once again the ongoing SIT discussions were brought up; the team meets regularly at 2-3 pm on Mondays. Banks moved to include their committee reports as part of the regular faculty council business; the motion was seconded by Sabino and unanimously approved. 

· Both a discussion of registration and Curriculum Committee and Assessment Committee charges were tabled; the registration discussion was tabled due to the desire to wait for Reinvention recommendations, while the charges discussion was tabled awaiting action from the committees themselves. In regards to the charges discussion, it was suggested that the council needs to revisit this discussion no later than September to ensure progress is being made on this matter.

· Usner shared some information on the recent union meeting, which concerned some confusion on the part of the union members on how the presidential selection progressed. Banks gave the council a “behind-the-scenes” look at how the committee was assembled and how their work resulted in presidential recommendations. Richardson also added some details of his conversations with incoming president Donald Laackman, while Ferri presented a motion to extend an invitation to Laackman to the next Faculty Council meeting. The motion was seconded by Banks and unanimously approved.

· Finally, Banks moved to table a formal resolution honoring President Wozniak, considering his wishes as detailed in a letter from Wozniak. Ferri  offered a motion to send a card, the motion was seconded by Banks. The motion passed with five members in favor and one against.

~Committee Reports:

· CAST: No new business was introduced due to Sabino’s early exit.

· Chairs meeting: The discussion started with a recap of recent meetings with Eva Bejnarowicz, who is soliciting advice from department chairs on how to formulate technology needs. These requests would be aligned with Reinvention goals and be part of annual department planning. Ferri also informed the council about discussion involving maintaining office hours, having measurable student learning outcomes on class syllabi, and the new scheduling grid being introduced throughout the City College system.

Banks offered a motion to adjourn at 5:21 pm; the motion was presumably seconded by someone, and unanimously approved.
